The 9th International Conference on Structural Analysis of Historical Constructions was celebrated in Mexico City during October 14-17, 2014, under the main topic "Historic constructions are part of our environment and deserve to be saved." The conference has been organized since 1995 with previous editions having taken place in Barcelona (Spain), Guimarães (Portugal), Padua (Italy), New Delhi (India), Bath (UK), Shanghai (China), and Wrocław (Poland). The conference is aimed at creating an opportunity for the dissemination of state-of-art contributions on the study of historical structures among experts, authorities, and people interested in heritage buildings.
In this edition, and due to the particular characteristics of the subsoil of the Mexico City, the foundation and geotechnical problems of historical construction were a special topic. Another important topic was the maintenance of adobe vernacular construction due to the numerous architectural heritage of this type found in Latin-American countries. Other topics of the conference were the theory and practice for conservation, conservation of the 20th century architectural heritage, intervention of archaeological sites, non-destructive testing, inspection and monitoring techniques, repair and strengthening techniques, analytical and numerical approaches, in situ and laboratory experimental results, innovative and traditional materials, and seismic behavior and retrofitting.
The event was organized by the Instituto de Ingeniería UNAM and the Mexican Society of Structural Engineering SMIE. The conference, under the chairmanship of Professor Roberto Meli and doctors Fernando Peña and Marcos Chavez from UNAM, was a great success both in terms of organization and scientific quality.
This special issue includes a set of selected articles presented in the conference and significantly extended and revised by their authors. They cover different topics including the monitoring of large historical structures, the performance of earthen construction and seismic vulnerability analysis, among others.
We hope that the readers will enjoy this special issue and invite all interested experts to attend the next SAHC conference that will take place in Leuven (Belgium) during September 13-15, 2016.
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